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óNice to see youô: 

to see in the spring.   

 

 The Forsythia is a very popular 

straightforward garden plant.  It is often 

overlooked by professional horticulturalists.  

In this series of personal reflections Martin 

Stimson explains why the Forsythia is an 

important phenological indicator, as well as 

having close connections with a well know 

show biz entertainer. 
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Indicators and observation 

 

A Blackbird scuffles clumsily out of the over grown ivy that adorns the fence, swooping low over 

the lawn and thus betraying the location of its nest.  A female Robin with dog hairs in her beak,  

flits cautiously ever nearer the location of her own nest, stopping to check that the gardener has 

not noticed what she is doing.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The local Rooks are squabbling in the tree tops, and last week a large number of Field Fares, in 

bedraggled flocks, were heading north.  These are all signs that the winter is over and spring is in 

the air.   

 

 

The gardener has noticed, because 

observation is a key skill for all gardeners - 

professional and amateur alike.  This week 

in particular the sunshine has encouraged 

swathes of green leaved daffodils to break 

colour, the Crocus to open rather than 

remain tight budded..... 

 

 

 

 

.....and golden yellow Forsythia has lit up front gardens all over the country.  This latter plant is 

either loved or hated, but its obvious blooming is a sure sign that spring has sprung and its time to 

dust off the lawn mower and make that first óproper cutô. 

 

 

 
 

Scottish relations 

 

ñNice to see you - to see you niceò is one of Bruce Forsythôs many catch phrases that seem to 

have endured a couple of generations.  Likewise the common garden plant of similar name, the 

Forsythia, seems to be known to young and old.  I quite like to see the Forsythia beginning to 

bloom, as it tells me that the land will soon be accessible to cultivate and work, and there will be 

afternoons when the sun's warmth will be felt through my coat.  Recently, via a well known 

television programme which traces peopleôs ancestry, Bruce Forsyth was linked to the Forsythia.  



This plant is as well known as he is, yet paradoxically it is usually referred to by it generic name, 

rather than a made up common name.  

 

It turns out that Bruce Forsyth can trace his family history to a distant Scottish relative called 

William Forsyth (1737 1804) after whom this yellow harbinger of spring is named.  William Forsyth 

was a botanist and a founder member of the Royal Horticultural Society. This largely Asiatic 

discovery is named after him.  Quite an honour, but a little known fact.  For many people, 

gardeners or otherwise the fact that a common plant can be linked to a famous personality has a 

likeable ring to it, and enables them to make connections that are otherwise lost in the horticultural 

and botanical jargon professionals love to display. 

 

I suppose its óNice to seeô the Forsythia, if you like all thatôs gold in the garden.  óNice to see youô, if 

you want to know when spring is under way and summer is around the corner.  For some 

gardeners especially in urban settings, seeing the Forsythia come into flower is one of the nicest 

flowers they see all year.   

 

 

 

A bold brassy flower on tough deciduous twigs, itôs a garish yellow and survives conspicuously 

even in the harshest and darkest of corners surrounded by graffiti, litter and wrecks of old cars.  

For others the Forsythia is too loud, bold and common, too yellow to be seen surrounded by 

yellow daffs and not elite enough to be considered in their designs. 

 

Most people I know can recognise the Forsythia as it appears in their own or their neighbourôs 

gardens all over the UK.  Now they have a recognisable link to the name of a TV personality to 

make horticulture and gardening even more accessible.  óOh I see: thatôs how the plant got its 


