A QUIET SCHOOL GARDEN IN KENTISH TOWN

St Patrick’s School Kentish Town, a Roman Catholic school

In 2008, a project was discussed for a quiet
garden at with Head of Governors Margaret
Harvey, headteacher Sean Cranitch and
designer Bella D’'Arcy. It was agreed that a
garden should be made on the theme of St
Patrick’s journey, and the visual shape of the
triskele:

Peter Harrington was engaged to create a
mural on the existing wall. After the measuring
session, the project was taken over by
designer Carol Wilcox.

At the first meeting the head, Sean Cranitch, produced a poem he had written, for
consideration in the making of the garden:

QUESTIONS FOR ST. PATRICK

Who is God and where is God?

Of whom is God and where his dwelling?

Has he sons and daughters, gold and silver?

Is he ever-living?

Is he beautiful ?

Is he in heaven or on earth?

In the sea, in the rivers, in the mountains, in the valleys?

Speak to us tidings of Him: how he will be seen, how is he loved, how is he
found?

Is it in youth or in old age he is found?

(Sean Cranitch, Headteacher) July 2007

The story of St Patrick’s travels was also told.

The questions Carol Wilcox and Peter Harrington had to consider were: How do you make
heaven on earth? How do you look after creation and the earth? How to incorporate the
triskele? They discussed the inspirations between them and decided that the murals would
concentrate on the poem, seas, rivers, mountains and valleys, together with St Patrick’s’
travels, and updating the means of travel to those which the children knew, and on a
representation of a Tree of Life, to interact with the real old tree on site.

The site was then viewed and measured by Carol alongside teachers and pupils who made
their own site plans based on the base plan given to them.
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The Site

The base plan for measurements and observations to be added
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Margaret Harvey, the Head of School Governors, says: “this Quiet Garden came
into being from a grassed area at the side of the school, an area that lacked colour
and life. Both Sean Cranitch, the Head, and | spoke about a special garden for the
children to enjoy and learn about nature and solitude; time to listen, to see, to feel,
to hear....... so many children today living in flats in busy cities and towns do not
have the opportunity to take time to enjoy the senses, to feel the sail, to touch the
plants, to smell the aroma of a garden, to hear the bees buzzing about collecting
pollen, to hear the birds singing ....... this became a reality and today the children are
so proud of their garden and enjoy just being in this little oasis of quiet and
tranquillity”.

Peter's workshop

The work with Peter was continued in class.
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and resulted in two murals on the wall. The wall had to be cleaned and rendered before the
ceramics could be placed — the work was made in sections and then fitted.

.,

Carol worked with Year 3 pupils “This was very rewarding. They picked up the ideas really
quickly and came up with a fine list of requests for their garden. Some of them did not quite
co-incide with the objective of a “quiet garden” proposed by the head, Mr. Cranitch -
swimming pool for example. So we picked up as many as possible, along with the views of
the managers at school. (Working brief shown below) the learning in botany, art, maths, and
special awareness etc., was carried through by teaching staff between our sessions
together. For the final session each child produced a plan building on this learning.”

The final design:
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The design is based upon the triskele motif, stretched out to fit within the rectangular space,
and delineated by both planting and grass. There is plenty of seating, and extra trees to
balance the large existing tree. The garden, which had one end with railings open to the
street, was fenced at this end to make a perfect enclosure — a quiet enclosure. There are
entrances/exits at both ends to allow ‘escape’ routes in case of fire. The murals, , were
completed before the garden construction could take place. After sourcing of all the
features, construction was finally completed.

Construction

The majority of the planting of trees, shrubs, herbaceous and bulbs took place on a wet day.
Parents and children had been invited. A few braved the weather briefly and one mother
and daughter worked really hard to help us finish.

Designer at work...
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The finished garden

Carol had not worked in this way with a school before, and says “ what | learned form this
project was that with the right stimulus, people of any age or background can become
excited about their outdoor space. This was amply demonstrated by the children and staff
involved.”
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The garden was opened by the Rev.

Oxford, England, started the Quiet Garden Movement in
1994 to provided places of contemplation away form the busyness of life. Since
then, quiet garden have been made in quiet spaces in churches, schools, hospitals
and prisons. In 2008, the number of quiet garden affiliated to the Movement
numbered 500. This garden is now added to that total. .

See www.quietgarden.co.uk

© Bella D'Arcy 2009

Please respect the copyright of the photographers and the writers. If you wish to use them
anywhere except for purely educational purposes you must ask permission by e-mailing
permissions@gardensandpeople.co.uk
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