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A Renaissance óAlice in Wonderlandô, and  

A Journey from the Sacred 
Grove to Urbanit y 

 

Giacomo Barozzi da Vignola (1507-1573) 
began his career in Bologna as a painter and 
craftsman. In 1536 he moved to Rome to work 
and, like the other artists/architects/designers 
of his generation, to study ancient Roman 
architecture. In addition to the various Roman 
influences, he spent two years at the court of 
Francis I of France at Fontainebleau, from 
1541 to 1543, taking in some of the same 
ideas and culture as the young Ippolyte 
DôEste. In the 1550s he was appointed 
architect to Pope Julius III for the Villa Giulia in 
Rome, with a brief to make a villa based on the 
description in the letters of Pliny the Younger. 
For this, his associates were Giorgio Vasari 
and Bartolmeo Ammanati, a sculptor from 
Florence.  Vasari would later write Lives of the 
Artists, including the earliest biographies of 
Raphael and Michelangelo, and worked with 
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Fig. 50.  Site for the Villa Aldobrandini, as mapped in Georges 
Gromortôs Jardins dôItalie 


