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By photographer Miriam Heppell

Hampton Court Flower Show is a wonderfully diverse festival of gardening, set in glorious
surroundings. The garden themes ranged from self sufbciency to Shakespeare, incorporating
community groups, colleges and charities alongside designers and artists.

There was also a strong element of youth, with a celebration of 100 years of Girl Guiding and gardens
designed for and by children and young people. The future of gardening looks safe in these young
hands.
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Food 4 Thought
Hadlow College
Small Gardens Category

Awarded a Gold Medal this
vibrant, stylish and
productive garden was the
show winner for me.
Designed by Mandy
Buckland, a Hadlow College
graduate herself and built by
current students and a recent
graduate as project manager,
it celebrates Kent as the
OGarden of EnglandO.

Stepover apples combined
with Achillea OTerracota® and
OsummerwineO representing
traditional Kent crops.
Growing strawberries lay
tantalisingly across the dining
table and cherry tomatoes
tumbled from walls to
illustrate that food miles can
be minimal.

Glimpsed through large
metal OwindowsO draped with
chilies and peppers are
peaches, lemons and
oranges, possible crops of
the future given the
prediction of global warming.
This message was
emphasised with a palette of
hot coloured flowers
including Crocosmia, Vitis,
Helianthum and Kniphofia.

Truly a garden for the future.



Gardens in the conceptual
category combine artistic
licence and strong ideology
beyond the usual bounds of
contemporary design. This
striking Gold Medal winning
garden, was based on the
idea of an old Cornish seed
bank being opened to reveal
the sleeping seeds held
within the steel core to
preserve them for the future.
The steel tower was
allegorical and represented
both the Cornish mining
industry and the ore rich
cliffs.

In the futuristic fable some
seeds had escaped to grow
on the dunes which were
strewn with drifts of wild
plants. Self seeding flowers
such as Cranesbill, Horned
Poppy, Sea Campion and
ViperOs Bugloss formed an
impressionist effect
contrasting and softening the
soaring steel tower.

A Fable for Tomorrow

University College Falmouth

Conceptual Gardens

Designed by Sue Radmore, Scarlet Wheaton and Elektra Sanders

From future fables to
Shakespeare's comic tales.
All the gardens in this
category were superb but |
chose to include this Silver
Medal winner as it was very
much an OEnglish Romantic
GardenO. Based on a parterre
design popular in 16th
Century, it was planted with
trees and plants named in the
play. The four sections
designed to represent the
four lovers in the tale had
partially concealed vistas for
secret trysts.

The lovely fairy by David
Goode amid the foxgloves
and toadstools together with

A Midsummer NightOs Dream the love seat completed the

Designed by Jane Thomas imagery and certainly

ShakespeareOs Comedies Gardens captured the public visitors
who voted it best small
garden.
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A MidsummerOs Rose Festival

The Shakespearean theme of the flower show continued in the Rose Pavilion were amid scenes
from a Midsummer Nights Dream using costumes and props from the Royal Shakespeare
Company, rose nurseries displayed their wares. All the woodland sets were surrounded by Rose of
the Year 2011 OJoie de VivreO (OKorfloci 010)
presented by Mattocks Roses. This beautiful
pale peachy pink rose with lemon tints at the
base and a subtle fragrance was bred by
Kordes of Germany. If you already have (
Kordes roses like OlcebergO you will know what
troupers they are.

‘Joie de Vivre’ Rose of the Year 2011

The Floral Marquee

Despite the extremely hot weather, the displays were superb with old favourites alongside dazzling
newcomers. Each nursery stand | approached had enthusiastic and knowledgable staff who
patiently answered all my questions.

Dahlia ‘First Love’

Winchester Growers Ltd

This gorgeous mainly peach Dahlia with its
bright yellow centre stood out against dark
foliage. So exquisite are the colour blends,
it looked as though it has been painted. It
forms part of the OHappyO collection bred i
Holland by Geerling. Winchester Growers
were awarded a Gold Medal for their
outstanding display.
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Lilium !Netty’s Pride"

Avon Bulbs

This nursery were also gold medal winners with a
Chrysanthamum !Ping Pong" stunning display. These amazing chocolate, maroon and
Oska Copperfield Nursery cream coloured Asiatic lilies drew lots of attention. Sadly
The large intricate white heads of this they seemed to be out of stock on suppliers lists at the
amusingly named Chrysanthamum in moment.

massive numbers was an amazing sight.
Their gold medal winning display
followed equal success at Chelsea.

StreptocarpusOWVatermelon Wine"
DibleyOs Nurseries
This is a lovely indoor (or greenhouse) plant.

Gladiolus INymph" As well as having a name that makes your
Avon Bulbs mouth water each flower looks as though it
Who can resist those lipstick kisses? has been dipped in sugar and chrystalised.
They are also available as a dwarf version The OHarlequin BlueO was also stunning on
labelled Gladiolus nanus !Nymph". this Gold Medal winning stand.
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