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Visiting RHS Chelsea flower show gardens can be rather like looking at wedding hats; beautiful,
exquisitely designed for one show and not intended for everyday. In this International Year of
Biodiversity however, the gardens reflected a more serious message; the need to provide habitats,
nurture woodland and native species and create green spaces in our urban environment. Whilst
many gardens featured water as an element, conservation of water and the use of drought tolerant
plants was an issue widely addressed. Pictured below are three of my favourites.
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The Cancer Research Garden

This garden, designed by Robert Myers was in-
spired by the work of Cancer Research UK in in-
creasing our knowledge and understanding of
causes diagnosis and treatment of cancer.

This was a beautiful, spiritual garden. If you or
someone close has ever faced illness you will rec-
ognise the emotional journey represented here.

The |l ong cloister which
the garden has benches to rest on the passage
towards enlightenment and the abstract sculpture
by Ben Barrell shows two people reaching up and
supporting each other.

At the entrance to the garden
a strong planting of birch
trees is metaphor for the
sudden loss of freedom a
diagnosis of iliness can bring.
Underplanted with white
plants such as Astrantia,
Digitalis, Geranium and
Lillies, the single colour
scheme appears to highlight
the intensity of emotion.
There is only a rough granite
path to pass through to the
next part of the garden.As
you reach the end of the path
the garden opens out into a
terrace, colour returns with
Dicentra formosa, Aquilegias,
Iris and Primula Japonica for
example in pinks and
purples.

The central circular opening
of the canopy allows light to
enter a pool beneath and the
light is further reflected by the
circular window of the
pergola. Formal box cubes
represent a return to order
and control.

A truly inspirational garden
and worthy Gold Medal
winner.
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