In the 2004 Juliet Martin, Arts Development Officer for Chelmsford Borough Council
approached garden designer Bella D’Arcy to discuss a project involving schools to be
part of the community programme surrounding the Chelmsford Festival. The theme of the
Festival was to be Echoes, so the legend of Echo with its later meaning of repetition of
sounds, was chosen. The schools were also identified as an infant school with a hearing
impartment unit and a primary community school

Echo was a talkative nymph who annoyed the goddess Hera so much that
she was condemned to wander about Greece only repeating what she had
last heard.

This legend gave an opportunity to create a dry Mediterranean garden with metal
sculptures, and sculptor Tom Grimsey was asked to work with Bella.
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Bella visited both schools and started with
drama workshops to work out the story of
Echo. These drama sessions also served to
confirm the 3D aspect of design — size, shape,
distance, perspective. It also confirmed
elements needed for the design such as a
winding path, boulders, trees and shrubs.

The plant workshop showed children different
plants and why they are drought-resistant —
grey plants, leaves which curl up, leaves which
store water. The children grouped plants into
colour and shape groups, which they then
drew.

Both design of a
dry garden and

the plants grown in
one were confirmed
by visits to RHS
Hyde Hall to see
their wonderful dry
garden, where they
listened to lan Bull,
the gardener who
cares for the
garden, talking about
the plants




Tom took workshops in repetition of
shapes to represent the repetition of
an echo. The children drew shapes,
then made paper sculptures from the
spaces, joining them up to make
repeat patterns. He also worked with
wire to make wire 3D shapes.

In a session with soap bubbles Tom
showed how different wire shapes
made different bubble shapes one
within another. He took these ideas
to make the sculptures designs for
the garden.

The children drew designs
and made miniature
gardens in plant trays
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The sculptures are placed and concreted in

An exhibition was made

Planting took place with teachers, parents,
borough arts and parks staff

The garden was opened on May 14th by
the Mayor of Chelmsford and is now open
to the public .






Funded by Arts Council East, Essex
County Council, Chelmsford Borough
Council.

Plants donated by Rochfords and

Barchams, other plants from Premier
Plants and Coblands

Construction by Contour Landscapes
Tiles made by Red House Centre




Matured Garden



PLANTS

olives

mimosa,

phormiums

pinus mugo

grasses

rosemary

lavender
chaemerops humilis
trachycarpus fortunei
cupressus sempervirens
cistus



