
Peter Harrington - Artist in the Community 
 
 Peter Harrington is an artist who doesn’t simply work on his own in a studio producing pieces for 
sale, although he does do that, he enjoys working with people to produce work which can be 
enjoyed by countless others. This work takes place in schools, with community groups, with parks 
departments, social services and youth organisations.  
 
 

  
 
Peter with his mural for St Teresa’s School – a 
Supergrounds (Learning Through Landscapes) Project 

 
 
 
 
“I enjoy working on a brief with 
others, helping release creativity 
and see ideas develop and 
realised. It’s an exhilarating 
process” he says, “besides being 
great fun, I consider it a privilege 
to be able to create something to 
enhance the environment and to 
be left as a legacy for all 
involved”. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
His past work includes eight projects with garden designer, Bella D’Arcy; they met at an 
Arts Conference in 1999, starting with the ‘Artists’ Garden’ at Red House (a centre for 
adults with learning disabilities) together with mosaic artist, Anne Schwegmann-Fielding. 
Peter worked with Bella and Perryfields Junior School on a garden for Chelmsford 
Borough Council, The Elements Garden at Boleyn Park, where he made a pebble mosaics 
with the children.  
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From this he was offered 
work on three more 
Chelmsford projects: Tower 
Gardens ‘Recycled Garden’ 
with home educated 
children 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
‘Marshland mosaic wall’ at the 
Compass Gardens, South Woodham 
Ferrers with three community groups 
 

 
 
  and a ambitious piece with two children and a 
boat for Countryside Properties, at Chelmer Road, 
Chelmsford 
 

 



 
He has also worked for Braintree Arts Council for a project in Panfield and Black Notley 
Parish Council for a work celebrating the tercentenary of the naturalist John Ray. One of 
his latest project was for a garden in St. Patricks School, Kentish Town, North London 
working with garden designer Carol Wilcox. This involved murals of the life of St. Patrick, 
represented in contemporary terms and of the Tree of Life.  
 
St Patrick’s Journey (van, bike and plane) 
 

 
 

The Tree of Life 
 

 
 



Other projects working with children include a recent mosaic mural for St. Teresa’s School 
in Rochford, Essex, featuring flowers and bees. Peter worked with the children on the 
design and parents children and teachers helped with the installation. The headteacher, 
Nikki Stevens, is very complimentary about the way Peter worked with the children, " Peter 
Harrington worked with pupils, staff and parents to create an amazingly bright and vibrant 
mosaic within our school grounds. He demonstrated enthusiasm and creativity during the 
planning and installation stages of the project.  Pupils’ ideas were transformed into a high 
quality piece of artwork of which they are justifiably proud. Peter’s work was celebrated in 
the Topps Tiles Mosaic Awards of 2008.” She is so delighted that she hopes to find 
funding to ask peter back for a sculpture outside the school. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
Mural at St Theresa’s School, Essex 
Based on designs by the children 

 
 
Peter spends half his week at Red House Centre in Essex, part of ‘Essex Cares’, which 
gives meaningful work training for adults with learning disabilities. He is the person behind 
the Ceramicists of Red House, and his delight in that work is evident in the way he talks 
about it “We create work of a standard acceptable for any market place, something to be 
proud of and would like to own. It is important to realise we are not after the sympathy 
vote!” 
 
Peter is part of the Braintree Open Studios, where he shows his work for interiors which 
includes domestic and artistic pottery. 
 

 
 
Two of Peter’s external pieces for an exotic garden 

 



 
 
Peter’s work is a delight in the interweaving of colours and shapes, responding directly to 
the brief with empathy and originality He is always within budget and on time, and takes a 
full part in the installation. There, he is concise with his requirements and is happy to 
supervise the work. - and he is a real pleasure to work with. 
 
Peter lives with his wife Susanna, an Indian dancer and their two children in Essex.  He is 
available to work within the eastern region. 
 
 
 

 
 
. A geeko made with pupils at a school in Essex……. 
 

 
 
The geeko in place 

 
Contact Peter Harrington:    
email:     peterharrington20@googlemail.com  
phone:   01787 474561  
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Visitor with The People Tree at Red House, made by 
adults with learning disabilities under Peter’s 
supervision 
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